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Living Beyond Yourself  
 
God’s desire is for each and every one of us to make an impact 
in the sphere of influence we have been placed 
• So many of us don’t see ourselves as leaders 
• Leadership is defined as influence 
• All of us are called to influence others   

 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV)  
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 
LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and 
a hope.  
• Even though most of us are familiar with this passage we 

have a hard time believing it  
• The truth is, most people don’t see themselves successful  
• We need to look beyond ourselves to experience the 

success God has planned for us 
 
No one can limit the plan of God for your life except you 
 
Psalm 78:41 (KJV 1900)  
41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy 
One of Israel.  
• They sent out spies who saw the giants 
• They chose to look at all the reasons they couldn’t go 
• They allowed the fear of man to keep them in the 

wilderness  
• We need to change ourselves, our thinking and our mindset 
• We can take the limits off God   
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The Key to Promotion  
 

Psalm 75:6–7 (NKJV)  
6 For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the west 
nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He puts down one, 
and exalts another.  
• Everyone loves promotion 
• For many it seems like an elusive thing 
• What makes others get promoted and others not? 
• Some people think it comes only through education or 

charisma 
• Others believe managers promote based on friendship or 

special connections 
• There is no magic formula 
• However, I believe promotion can be guaranteed  

 
PROMOTION COMES FROM GOD! 
 
Prosperity and promotion, though relative to what God has 
called each person to do, is available for every born-again 
believer  
• Even though we have God given potential on the inside of 

us – Romans 8:9-11 
o Potential is not enough 

• There are certain keys to promotion  
 
The Bible is full of examples for us to learn from about what it 
takes to be promoted by God  
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Daniel 6:3 (NKJV) 
3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors 
and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king 
gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.  
• Daniel was promoted because an “excellent spirit” was in 

him 
• This is talking about an attitude  

 
Luke 16:10 (NKJV)  
10 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.  
In the parable of the three servants Jesus tells a story of as land 
owner that leaves on a journey – Matthew 25:14-18  
• Before leaving he distributes wealth to three of his servants 
• According to their ability 
• Two servants doubled their master’s investment 

o The third was afraid and hide his 
 
Hebrews 11:13 (NKJV)  
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 
having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them 
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  
• This is the attitude that God promotes 
• So many of us don’t believe God for anything 
• We shoot for nothing and hit it every time 
• Heroes of the faith like Daniel, Joseph, Moses, and David 

were different  
• If we want to experience the results they did, we need to 

start aiming at something  
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David believed God for more  
 
When his brothers were cowering before Goliath, he looked 
beyond who he was in the natural – and focused on his covenant 
with God  
• Everyone pointed to Goliath’s size and questioned David’s 

ability, David kept his confidence in God  
• He remembered keeping his father’s sheep 
• He remembered the attacks of the lion and the bear and 

slaying them 
• He remembered God’s faithfulness in the past  

 
1 Samuel 17:36–37 (NKJV)  
36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has 
defied the armies of the living God.” 37 Moreover David said, 
“The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and 
from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of 
this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be 
with you!”  
• David’s father never would have expected him to risk his 

life for one sheep 
o No father would 

• Those relatively small victories gave him the confidence he 
needed to face Goliath  

• David had an excellent spirit he was faithful in the little 
things 
o Even when no one was watching 
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We need to be faithful even when things look small and 
insignificant 
 
Zechariah 4:10 (NKJV)  
10 For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven 
rejoice to see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are 
the eyes of the LORD, which scan to and fro throughout the 
whole earth.”  
• God is looking to see those who are faithful 
• Don’t despise the small things 
• They are the very things that get you promoted  

 
Colossians 3:23 (NKJV)  
23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to 
men 
 
Everyone wants the benefits of promotion, but how many are 
willing to do the things Joseph, David, Daniel, and his three 
friends did?  
• Be faithful in the small things 
• The things that no one sees 
• Keep a good attitude in the face of difficult circumstances 
• Remain true to your convictions, even when it hurts 
• Develop and excellent spirit 
• This is the key to promotion  

 
An excellent spirit is a heart issue  
Proverbs 4:23 (NLT)  
23 Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of 
your life.		
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Readers Digest – Social Experiment  
Testers planted a lost wallet in several different cities around the 
world 
• Each wallet had the equivalent of $50 along with pictures 

and contact information 
• Unfortunately, the majority of the people took the wallet 
• Hid around the corner to check if anyone was watching 
• Took the money  

 
When asked why the took the money instead of contacting the 
owner they said, “they figured nobody would know”  
 
“In other words, they weren’t worried about getting caught so 
they didn’t do what they knew was right”  
 
God’s standard doesn’t change  
 
Numbers 23:19 (NKJV)  
19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that 
He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He 
spoken, and will He not make it good?  
• What was wrong fifty years ago is still wrong today 
• What’s wrong today will still be wrong 1,000 years from 

now  
 
It’s amazing how many people pray for promotion and increase, 
yet have bad attitudes  
• They don’t realize that their attitude, though intangible, is 

still very noticeable  
• People know when your stressed or excited  
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It’s all about choice  
 
God has provided salvation, healing, provision, favor, 
acceptance, excellence, and every other thing we need to live the 
abundant life He promised through Christ                                                
– 2 Peter 1:3; John 10:10  
 
But he will always give us the power of choice  
Deuteronomy 30:19 (NKJV) 
19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; 
therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may 
live 
• He will never force anyone to live by the power of His 

spirit 
• But if you want to receive all the blessings and promises of 

God, including promotion 
• You can!  

 
The way up in God’s Kingdom is down  
Ephesians 6:5–7 (NKJV)  
5 Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of 
heart, as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 
7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men 
• This relates to employer – employee relationships 
• As well as civic, family and church relationships 
• We should serve those in authority over us, as Christ   
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Many people serve their bosses or families and churches with 
eye service 
• They only work hard when someone is watching 
• Everything they do is to impress people  
• But someone with an excellent spirit serves from the heart  
• As if they were directly serving the Lord  

 
It may seem counterintuitive to work hard and not get the credit 
for it 
• But a person with an excellent spirit knows God is their 

source  
• They aren’t worried about pleasing people  
• Because of that they will receive their reward directly from 

the Lord  
 
Ephesians 6:8 (NKJV)  
8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the 
same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free.  

• It doesn’t matter if you work for a good company or a bad 
one 

• It doesn’t matter if people recognize you or not 
• It doesn’t matter if you’re the boss or the lowest person on 

the totem pole 
• If you choose to have an excellent spirit, God will reward 

you 
• It may be that another employer sees your good work ethic 

and hires you out from under your current situation  
• Or perhaps God will give you your own business  
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Choosing to have an excellent spirit is choosing to live life like 
Daniel and his three friends  
 
They were ripped from their homeland and made slaves in a 
godless society 
• They were probably made eunuchs 
• It was quite possible members of their families were 

executed 
• They were immersed in a pagan system and taught the 

language and laws and even pressured to worship its Gods   
• Their faithfulness and excellence prospered and promoted 

them 
• They were given a portion of the kings’ delicacies  
• They were given three years of training to serve the king  

 
They were given new names that reflected the false gods of the 
culture they were expected to adopt 
• Yet they never forgot they were Jews 
• Though they stood alone without family or friends 
• They never cast aside their covenant with God  
• They remained faithful 
• They continued to obey God’s laws and even called 

themselves by their Hebrew names  
 
Daniel 1:8 (NKJV)  
8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the 
wine which he drank; therefore, he requested of the chief of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.   
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Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  
• Do not imitate the world 
• Do not copy the behavior of the world 
• Do not be molded or conformed into the culture 
• Remember who you are 
• Remember you have a covenant  
• You are being conformed to the image of Christ!  

 
Romans 8:29 (NKJV)  
29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.  
• Many people only know themselves in the natural 
• They base their identity on external, natural things 
• I’m short – athletic – a mom with two kids, etc.  
• If we base our lives on external things, when things change 

we can experience an identity crisis 
 
You are in Christ  
2 Corinthians 5:17, 21 (NKJV)  
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.  
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
• We are more than we see or feel 
• We are more than natural beings 
• God created us in His image! 
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If you are going to get promoted you have got to maintain a 
good attitude, regardless of what other people do to you and 
regardless of circumstances  
• If you maintain a good spirit, you will get promoted  
• What are you saying behind the bosses back? 

 
An excellent spirit will promote you in … 
• Business 
• Ministry 
• Your family and friends 
• Your school or city council meetings  

 
Luke 6:45 (NKJV)  
45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth 
good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings 
forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaks.  
• Change cannot happen externally before it happens 

internally 
• Changing your heart on your own is impossible 
• It takes supernatural ability 
• You must be born again – You must guard your heart 
• This doesn’t mean you’ll never fail 
• It’s about a commitment 

 
Are you willing to let Christ and His word rule your life?  
Ezekiel 36:26 (NKJV)  
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I 
will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart 
of flesh. 


