
Living	Beyond	Yourself	-	7	
Page	1	of	10	

		

Living Beyond Yourself  
 
God’s desire is for each and every one of us to make an impact 
in the sphere of influence we have been placed 
• So many of us don’t see ourselves as leaders 
• Leadership is defined as influence 
• All of us are called to influence others   

 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV)  
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 
LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and 
a hope.  
• Even though most of us are familiar with this passage we 

have a hard time believing it  
• The truth is, most people don’t see themselves successful  
• We need to look beyond ourselves to experience the 

success God has planned for us 
 
No one can limit the plan of God for your life except you 
 
Psalm 78:41 (KJV 1900)  
41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy 
One of Israel.  
• They sent out spies who saw the giants 
• They chose to look at all the reasons they couldn’t go 
• They allowed the fear of man to keep them in the 

wilderness  
• We need to change ourselves, our thinking and our mindset 
• We can take the limits off God   
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The Key to Promotion  
 

Psalm 75:6–7 (NKJV)  
6 For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the west 
nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He puts down one, 
and exalts another.  
• Everyone loves promotion 
• For many it seems like an elusive thing 
• What makes others get promoted and others not? 
• There is no magic formula 
• However, I believe promotion can be guaranteed  

 
PROMOTION COMES FROM GOD! 
 
Prosperity and promotion, though relative to what God has 
called each person to do, is available for every born-again 
believer  
 
The Bible is full of examples for us to learn from about what it 
takes to be promoted by God  
 
Daniel 6:3 (NKJV) 
3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors 
and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king 
gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.  
• Daniel was promoted because an “excellent spirit” was in 

him 
• This is talking about an attitude  
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Daniel 1:8 (NKJV)  
8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the 
wine which he drank; therefore, he requested of the chief of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.  
• Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego each had a 

personal relationship with God   
• They didn’t consider themselves Jews just because their 

parents were 
• They didn’t follow God’s law just to fit in with everyone 

around them 
• If they had, it would have been easy to compromise when 

faced with the circumstances they faced 
 
I believe that before Daniel and his friends got to Babylon, they 
had already made a decision to follow the Lord  
• They already knew who they were 
• They already knew the word 
• They had an internal compass showing them right from 

wrong – True North  
 
Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  
• Do not be molded or conformed into the culture 
• Remember who you are 
• Remember you have a covenant  
• You are being conformed to the image of Christ!  
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If Daniel and his friends had not made their faith personal before 
they got to the kings table, we would never have heard of them 
 
Daniel 1:9–15 (NKJV)  
9 Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of 
the chief of the eunuchs. 10 And the chief of the eunuchs said to 
Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your food 
and drink. For why should he see your faces looking worse than 
the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my 
head before the king.” 11 So Daniel said to the steward whom the 
chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten days, and let 
them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our 
appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the 
young men who eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as 
you see fit, so deal with your servants.” 14 So he consented with 
them in this matter, and tested them ten days. 15 And at the end 
of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than 
all the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.  
• The prince of the eunuchs could have been killed for 

disobeying the king’s orders 
• It says a lot about Daniels character and reputation that the 

prince would put his life on the line like this 
• Many people take this scripture and say we need to eat a 

certain way 
• We can’t assume that Daniel and his friends never ate meat 

again 
• But neither should we assume that he did  
• Vegetarianism is not what this verse is talking about 
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God honors those who honor Him – 1 Samuel 2:30  
 
The Babylonians didn’t honor God in their diet 
• They ate unclean meats like pork and shellfish 
• They sacrificed their meats to idols 
• They butchered animals by strangulation 
• They ate meat with the life blood still in it 
• King Nebuchadnezzar’s table was not kosher  

 
 
1 Timothy 4:1-3 clearly says that “commanding to abstain from 
meats” is a doctrine of the devil 
 
1 Timothy 4:3–5 (NKJV) In the latter days 
3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods 
which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those 
who believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is 
good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with 
thanksgiving; 5 for it is sanctified by the word of God and 
prayer.  
• Eating a certain diet doesn’t make you holier 
• Under the new covenant there is nothing wrong with eating 

pork 
• Nothing is to be refused if thanks is given 
• This doesn’t mean you can eat any way you want 

o We should use wisdom and moderation  
 
1 Corinthians 10:23 (NKJV)  
23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all 
things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.  
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1 Corinthians 10:31 (NKJV)  
31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God. 
• It’s about glorifying God 
• Does my lifestyle glorify God? 
• Not just in food, but in all areas  

 
Romans 14:17 (NKJV) 
17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  
 
God has made you new! 
Romans 8:29 (NKJV)  
29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.  
• Many people only know themselves in the natural 
• They base their identity on external, natural things 
• If we base our lives on external things, when things change 

we can experience an identity crisis 
 
You are in Christ  
2 Corinthians 5:17, 21 (NKJV)  
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.  
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
• We are more than we see or feel 
• We are more than natural beings 
• God created us in His image! 
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Its impossible for you to fulfill your potential in Christ when 
you don’t know who you are  
• We have got to stop looking at ourselves in the natural 

realm 
• We have the Spirit of God living on the inside! 

 
Story about an elephant:  
 
A man kept his baby elephant tied to a large tree with a heavy 
chain 
• At first the elephant struggled against the chain 
• It was a baby and couldn’t free itself 
• Eventually he stopped fighting 

 
The owner fed and cared for it, but never took it off the tree 
• As the elephant grew he became stronger 
• The owner became concerned 
• How would he keep a full-grown elephant from breaking 

the chain and running away?  
• Should he find a bigger chain 
• A bigger tree 

 
Weeks turned into months and he realized he didn’t have to do 
anything  
• The elephant never tried to escape, even though the chain 

was no match for his strength now 
• The elephant was “convinced” that he could escape 
• So, he didn’t try  
• We limit God in the same way  
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Your relationship with God is personal, but it’s not about you 
 
Everything we are, everything good we have, comes from God 
• Our life, our health, our talents 
• Our opportunities, even our faith 
• It all comes from God  

 
Before the end of the first chapter of Daniel we see that him and 
his three friends were promoted to positions of leadership 
• People in those positions would have been submitted to 

o Even bowed down to 
• It would have been easy to become prideful 
• But they didn’t  

 
Daniel Chapter 2 
 
The king has a dream so disturbing, he called for the astrologers 
and magicians to interpret it  
• Nebuchadnezzar couldn’t remember the dream 
• He demanded the astrologers and magicians tell him the 

dream and the interpretation  
• They said, “We can’t do that. What you ask is too hard. 

Only a god could answer you.”  
• He commanded them to be put to death 
• Palace guards went in search for the wisest men in the 

kingdom  
• Daniel said, “Don’t worry, king. Tomorrow I will bring its 

interpretation.”  
• Because Daniel was favored by the king he granted him 

time 
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Daniel 2:26–30 (NKJV)  
26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream 
which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered in 
the presence of the king, and said, “The secret which the king 
has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and 
the soothsayers cannot declare to the king. 28 But there is a God 
in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and 
the visions of your head upon your bed, were these: 29 As for 
you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while on your bed, 
about what would come to pass after this; and He who reveals 
secrets has made known to you what will be. 30 But as for me, 
this secret has not been revealed to me because I have more 
wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known 
the interpretation to the king, and that you may know the 
thoughts of your heart.  
• Before interpreting the dream, Daniel made sure the king 

new it’s source 
• Daniel didn’t take credit for it 
• God promotes and favors those who honor Him  
• God had just showed him something no other person new 

o He gave the glory to God 
• That’s humility! 
• Humility is a character of an excellent spirit  
• Excellence recognizes that God is the source of all 

blessings 
• He is the one who gives talents, abilities, creativity, 

strength 
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1 Corinthians 4:7 (NKJV)  
7 For who makes you differ from another? And what do you 
have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, 
why do you boast as if you had not received it?  
• Humility is God dependent 
• We should not think higher of ourselves than we ought                                      

– Romans 12:3  
  
Isaiah 42:8 (NKJV)  
8 I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give 
to another, nor My praise to carved images.  
 
Isaiah 48:11 (NKJV)  
11 For My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it; For how 
should My name be profaned? And I will not give My glory to 
another.  
 
An excellent spirit will promote you in … 
• Business 
• Ministry 
• Your family and friends 
• Your school or city council meetings  

 
Are you willing to let Christ and His word rule your life? 
• It’s a heart issue – Proverbs 4:23 Guard your heart 

 
Ezekiel 36:26 (NKJV)  
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I 
will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart 
of flesh. 


