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Living Beyond Yourself  

 

God’s desire is for each and every one of us to make an impact 

in the sphere of influence we have been placed 

• So many of us don’t see ourselves as leaders 

• Leadership is defined as influence 

• All of us are called to influence others   

 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV)  
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 

LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and 

a hope.  

• Even though most of us are familiar with this passage we 

have a hard time believing it  

• The truth is, most people don’t see themselves successful  

• We need to look beyond ourselves to experience the 

success God has planned for us 

 

No one can limit the plan of God for your life except you 

 

Psalm 78:41 (KJV 1900)  
41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy 

One of Israel.  

• They sent out spies who saw the giants 

• They chose to look at all the reasons they couldn’t go 

• They allowed the fear of man to keep them in the 

wilderness  

• We need to change ourselves, our thinking and our mindset 

• We can take the limits off God   
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The Key to Promotion  

 

Psalm 75:6–7 (NKJV)  
6 For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the west 

nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He puts down one, 

and exalts another.  

• Everyone loves promotion 

• For many it seems like an elusive thing 

• What makes others get promoted and others not? 

• There is no magic formula 

• However, I believe promotion can be guaranteed  

 

PROMOTION COMES FROM GOD! 

 

Prosperity and promotion, though relative to what God has 

called each person to do, is available for every born-again 

believer  

 

The Bible is full of examples for us to learn from about what it 

takes to be promoted by God  

 

Daniel 6:3 (NKJV) 
3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors 

and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king 

gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.  

• Daniel was promoted because an “excellent spirit” was in 

him 

• This is talking about an attitude  
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Daniel 2:26–30 (NKJV)  
26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was 

Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream 

which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered in 

the presence of the king, and said, “The secret which the king 

has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and 

the soothsayers cannot declare to the king. 28 But there is a God 

in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King 

Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and 

the visions of your head upon your bed, were these: 29 As for 

you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while on your bed, 

about what would come to pass after this; and He who reveals 

secrets has made known to you what will be. 30 But as for me, 

this secret has not been revealed to me because I have more 

wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known 

the interpretation to the king, and that you may know the 

thoughts of your heart.  

• Before interpreting the dream, Daniel made sure the king 

new it’s source 

• Daniel didn’t take credit for it 

• God promotes and favors those who honor Him  

• God had just showed him something no other person new 

o He gave the glory to God 

• That’s humility! 

• Humility is a character of an excellent spirit  

• Excellence recognizes that God is the source of all 

blessings 

• He is the one who gives talents, abilities, creativity, 

strength 
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1 Corinthians 4:7 (NKJV)  

7 For who makes you differ from another? And what do you 

have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, 

why do you boast as if you had not received it?  

• Humility is God dependent and knows that every good 

thing is a result of the grace of God  

 

Without the grace of God – without His supernatural ability and 

empowerment we can do nothing 

• Grace gives us the opportunity to have a relationship with 

God apart from the rules and regulations of the Law 

• Grace is not an excuse to live a self-indulgent lifestyle 

 

Titus 2:12 (NKJV)  
12 (Grace) teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 

present age 

• We are to live humbly and recognize that our position is 

only ours through Christ  

• There is a difference between an excellent spirit and one of 

perfectionism  

o Perfectionism is proud and arrogant 

o Critical and judgmental of people and work that 

doesn’t meet its standards 

• An excellent spirit is humble 

• It still has high standards but recognizes the roles that 

others – especially God – play in meeting those standards  

 

Perfectionism: “a tendency to set extremely high standards and 

to be dissatisfied with anything less” 
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The Power of Obedience  

 

Humility requires submission 

 

It recognizes authority and yields to that authority 

 

Those who know that the word of God says to love your 

neighbor (Mark 12:33) and to give as God has prospered them 

(1 Corinthians 16:2) but then rely on God’s grace to disobey the 

word are fooling themselves  

 

The Bible says to be doers of the word, and not hearers only 

 

James 1:22 (NKJV)  
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves.  

• People who refuse to “do” the word because they are living 

under grace are not people of humility 

• They have not submitted themselves to God 

o They are prideful 

• They have exalted their own ideas above God’s 

• They have placed themselves on the throne of their lives  
 

Psalm 138:6 (NKJV)  
6 Though the LORD is on high, yet He regards the lowly; But the 

proud He knows from afar.  

• God cannot get close to pride 

• That doesn’t mean He doesn’t love a prideful person or that 

He punishes or rejects them 

• It means He can’t bless pride 
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James 4:6–7 (NKJV)  
6 But He gives more grace. Therefore, He says: “God resists the 

proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  7 Therefore submit to 

God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

• Based on this context you draw near to God by submitting 

to Him 

• Intimacy with God requires humility 

• You can’t draw near to God if you are proud, self-centered 

and doing your own thing 

• God still loves you 

• He will still deal with you based on His covenant of Grace 

• He won’t give you the punishment you deserve 

• But if you really want intimacy with God, you have to 

humble yourself and acknowledge Him as God 

 

I have seen so many people cry out to God, study the word and 

pray in a desperate circumstance, but then when everything is 

fine they spend virtually no time seeking Him 

• They only depend of God when things are beyond their 

control  

o That’s pride 

• A person who is humble depends on God all of the time  

 

One of the ways humility shows its dependence is through 

obedience   

Proverbs 3:5–7 (NKJV)  
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your 

own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and 

He shall direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

Fear the LORD and depart from evil.  
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When God told Abraham to leave his fathers house and all of his 

brethren, Abraham didn’t obey  

 

Genesis 12:1–5 (NKJV)  

12 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, 

From your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I 

will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you 

and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. 3 I will 

bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So 

Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went 

with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he 

departed from Haran. 5 Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot 

his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had 

gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and 

they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So, they came to the 

land of Canaan.  

• Maybe Abraham was thinking since his brother, Lot’s 

father had died it was his responsibility to help him out 

• But God told him to leave his fathers house and all his 

brethren 

• Most people would think his actions were commendable 

• But Abraham didn’t do what God told him to do 

• And there were consequences  

 

Eventually their possessions grew so numerous that the land 

they traveled could not support both of them  

• Their herdsmen began to fight 

• Lot moved into the land of Sodom 

• Abraham moved further into Canaan 
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Finally, God was able to bless Abraham the way he wanted 

 

Genesis 13:15–16 (NKJV)  
15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your 

descendants forever. 16 And I will make your descendants as the 

dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the 

earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.  

• Abraham finally left his family 

• It took years for him to get to the place where God could 

bless him 

• He had only partially obeyed God 

 

Because Abraham trusted and leaned on his own understanding, 

Lot suffered 

• After moving to Sodom, he was kidnapped in a border 

dispute 

• Lost two of his daughters and their husbands to the 

perversion of Sodom 

• He was forced to leave his home 

• He saw Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 

• His wife turned to a pillar of salt  

• His remaining daughters committed incest with him and 

started the blood line of two of Israel’s mortal enemies 

• I don’t think it would have been much worse if lot had 

stayed in Haran  

 

When we lean on our own understanding, we mess things up  
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I’m not sure people realize what they’re doing when they 

wrestle with obeying God 

 

In a sense, debating on whether or not to obey is actually 

questioning God 

• Its like you think God didn’t realize what He was asking 

your to do 

• He didn’t consider the consequences  

• Its thinking you know more than God 

• Thinking your wisdom is greater than His 

• That’s pride!  

 

Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV)  
23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in 

man who walks to direct his own steps.  

• We need God 

• But God always gives us a choice 

• He wont force us to submit 

• He wont force us to obey  

 

Matthew 16:24 (NKJV)  
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come 

after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 

Me.  

• Denying your own logic 

• Just going by what God says 

• That’s humility! 

• That’s and excellent spirit!  
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Just doing the right thing is not enough, to bring success 

• Going through the motions doesn’t cut it 

• Wrong attitude voids right actions 

• God looks at the heart  

 

1 Corinthians 13:1–3 (NKJV)  

13 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but 

have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging 

cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 

understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have 

all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I 

am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 

poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not 

love, it profits me nothing.  

• These are all good things 

• Doing good things without the right motivation 

• Without God’s kind of love 

• Is worthless 

• If our motivation is to be seen by people we are hypocrites                             

• God cannot reward you 

• God cannot bless you 

• A person with right motivation is a person of integrity 

• Integrity does what’s right even when no one is watching  

 

Compromise is the language of the devil 

• Whatever you compromise to get or to keep – including 

peace – you’ll eventually lose 

• God honors and rewards conviction – Matthew 6 1-18 

 


