
First	Things	First	–	4		
Page	1	of	12	

		

First Things First  

The Bible has quite a bit to say about the topic of first 

• Some Bible teachers say there is a principal of “firsts” 
• Putting God first in everything in our lives whether our 

time, talents or possessions is very important 

Starting with our money and giving what we do with the “first 
fruits” affects every aspect of our lives 

If you want to have a God Blessed Life you must put God First  

Malachi 3:8–9 (NKJV)  
8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 
‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 
You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this 
whole nation. 

• Did God Change?   

Malachi 3:6 (NKJV)  
6 “For I am the LORD, I do not change;  

Life, Not Law  

• Tithing is a principle that runs throughout scripture 
• Before, during and after the law 

What most Christians fail to understand is the tithing is a test  

Matthew 6:21 (NKJV)  
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

The text doesn’t say “where you heart is your treasure will be”  
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Malachi 3:10 (NIV)  
10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, 
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to 
store it.  
 
Malachi 3:11 (NKJV)  
11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will 
not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to 
bear fruit for you in the field,” Says the LORD of hosts;  

• When we obey, God rebukes the devourer on our behalf  

 

Some may say that because I’m under grace I don’t have to give 
a tithe 

Matthew 5:17–20 (NKJV)  
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 
did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to 
you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by 
no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever 
therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 
but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, that unless your 
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  
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Breaking the Spirit of Mammon  
 
Matthew 6:24 (NKJV)  
24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  

All money has a spirit on it  

• Either the Spirit of God or the spirit of mammon 
• There is no half and half 
• It’s one or the other  

Money that is submitted to God and His purposes has the Spirit 
of God on it 

• Which is why it multiplies and cannot be consumed by the 
devourer  

• Money that is submitted to God and devoted to serving 
Him rather than trying to replace Him – is blessed by God 

• God’s Spirit blesses it  

Money that is not submitted to God has the spirit of mammon on 
it by default 

• That is why people often try to control and manipulate 
through money 

• Its why people think riches and wealth can produce 
happiness or fulfillment  

• Mammon is basically the spirit of the world and that spirit 
is a liar   
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We need a Reconciliation with God and our Money 

Luke 19:1–10 (NLT) Jesus and Zacchaeus  

Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 
2 There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax 
collector in the region, and he had become very rich. 3 He tried 
to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. 
4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the 
road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came 
by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. 
“Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in 
your home today.” 6 Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took 
Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. 7 But the people 
were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious 
sinner,” they grumbled. 8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before 
the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, 
and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back 
four times as much!” 9 Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to 
this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son 
of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man* came to seek and save those 
who are lost.”  

• Zacchaeus was very wealthy 
• Zacchaeus’ mindset about money probably left him with 

feeling of guilt and shame 
• We see clearly that he was short of stature yet he was 

willing to lose his dignity by hiking up his tunic and 
climbing a tree in broad daylight 

• Is it possible he wanted more than just a glimpse?  
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Is it possible Zacchaeus wanted to get Jesus’ attention to gain an 
audience with Him? 

• He probably had heard of the miracle working ministry of 
Jesus 

• He probably heard He would regularly meet with sinners 
and tax collectors   

• Is it possible He wanted help? 

Hearing Jesus’ teaching on grace and forgiveness was appealing 
to a man steeped in guilt by decades of extorting money from 
people  

• Not only did he extort money from others but he kept these 
ill-gotten gains for himself 

• Could it be that his money obsessed lifestyle had finally 
caught up with him?   

• Overwhelmed by the weight and bondage of money, 
perhaps he finally reached his point of surrender 

• What had once made Zacchaeus proud now only brought 
him shame  

• Jesus’ teaching gave him hope 

I have met people from all different walks of life and income 
levels over the course of twenty-plus years of ministry 

• No matter what level of income or status we can all fall 
victim to the spirit of mammon  

• No matter where we are in our journey, Jesus is able and 
willing to bring deliverance   
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Salvation has come to your house!  

Could it be we all need a second reconciliation?  

• One for redemption of our souls 
• One for redemption from the stronghold of mammon  
• What if money behaved properly in our lives?  

Financial reconciliation is similar to spiritual reconciliation. We 
need a fresh perspective about money   

#1 – All I Have Comes from God 

James 1:17 (NLT)  
17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from 
God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens.* He 
never changes or casts a shifting shadow.*  
• God gave you life 
• He gave you talents and aptitudes  
• He gave you learning capabilities  
• He has opened educational and vocational doors for you 

throughout your life 
 
We need to realize “I didn’t get here on my own. Everything I 
have came my way from the loving hand of God.” 
• You are not a self-made man or woman  
• We are invited by God to steward the gifts he has given us 

in a way that supports His purposes in the earth   
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#2 – I live Joyfully Within God’s Current Provision for My 
Life  

Hebrews 13:5 (NLT)  
5 Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God 
has said, “I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” *  

• Its human nature to look for greener pastures 
• To wish for better circumstances, more affluence, an easier 

life 
• If only I had a better job, a nicer house, a newer car, I 

would be happy  
• According to this logic the people in this country should be 

among the happiest people on earth – not true!  

Resent Gallup Poll ranked the USA 33rd in the world on a 
happiness scale 

• Seven of the top ten countries were in Latin America which 
generally rank low on the typical economic indicators we 
might associate with happiness 

• Civil war-torn Guatemala ranks seventh highest in the 
world in terms of positive emotions  

• Despite escalating gang violence and one of the world’s 
highest homicide rates, Guatemalans are typically happy  

• Residents in Panama, which ranks 90th in the world with 
respect to GDP per capita, are among the most likely to 
report positive emotions 

• Singapore, which ranks 5th in terms of GDP, are the least 
likely to report positive emotions  
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Philippians 4:11–13 (NIV)  
11 I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me 
strength.  
• When I am fully reconciled to God financially I can 

joyfully accept God’s current level of provision for my life  
• Throughout the course of life that provision can go up or 

down 
• It is our responsibility to be able to make adjustments and 

be content in both 
 
There are implications as to whether or not you are living 
joyfully in God’s current provision 
 
When God increases someone else’s provision do you covet it? 
• Do you become envious? 
• Do you get angry and ask, “Why them and not me?” 
• Do you get jealous of what others have? 
• Are you able to rejoice with others raises and promotions 

and truly mean it?  
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A second implication 
• How are you managing debt? 
• By definition debt comes from wanting more than God’s 

current provision for your life and arranging others means 
to get it 

• You will only know true financial peace when you learn to 
live joyfully beneath God’s provision in every season of 
life 

• Philippians 4:1-13 paraphrase: “I make adjustments as 
needed and live beneath God’s provision level – whatever 
it may be. I build some margin between my spending and 
God’s provision, and that margin leads to contentment, 
which leads to peace.”   

 
God wants something better for us 
• Simplifying your life means diligently working to free 

yourself from whatever debt you carry 
• Make a decision today, regardless of your season in life  

 
If you are hearing a voice saying, “you’re in to deep you’ll 
never get out” – that voice is not from God 
• You can get out 
• Just commit to God’s principles concerning money and 

you’ll become debt-free in less time than you can imagine  
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#3 – I Honor God by Giving the first Tenth of All My 
Earnings to His Purposes in the World  

 

Proverbs 3:9–10 (NIV)  
9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all 
your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and 
your vats will brim over with new wine.  

• This obviously will require faith 
• We are taking the first tenth of God’s provision and then 

committing to living beneath His provision on the reaming 
90 %  

Imagine two friends – Mike and Jim  

• They are both Christians 
• Mike has chosen to live by faith and give God the Tithe  
• Jim declares its simple math; “it’s going to require all of 

my earnings to get from A to B, I need 100% of what I 
earn.”  

• Mike, because he is putting his faith, (trust) in God’s word 
will not only get from A to B, but from B to C  

Every Tither has “C” stories 

• Favor, protection, answered prayer, new friendships, new 
opportunities and unexpected blessings  

• Funny Thing: Both Mike and Jim believe they’re right  
• You will never know the feeling of getting from B to C if 

you don’t first “surrender” the tithe to God  
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#4 – I Set Aside a Portion of All My Earnings into a Savings 
Account for Emergencies, Giving Opportunities, and My 
Later Years 

 

Proverbs 6:6–8 (NKJV) 
6 Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise, 7 
Which, having no captain, overseer or ruler, 8 Provides her 
supplies in the summer, and gathers her food in the harvest. 

• Have you ever gone through a winter season with your 
finances?  

• Many of us have experienced a downturn over the last 
several years economically  

• Have you ever seen the winter of unforeseen expenses? 
• Stuff breaks, the car acts up, the washing machine dies  

o Murphy’s Law: “Anything that can go wrong will.”  
• Trish and I have seen these same ups and downs 
• Made a faith move with a 34% Pay cut 
• Made a faith move with a 100% pay cut 

o That Ministry paid our wages for 2 years while 
planting this Church  

• Took a 15% pay cut two years ago 
o We still tithed, gave offerings and saved 
o The Ministry also gave more than 15% to others  

• 10-10-80 Principal 
• When you live on 80% of your income and honor God you 

can live in peace in every situation  
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#5 – Live with an Open Heart Toward Heaven, Eager to 
Respond to God Concerning My Resources   

 

2 Corinthians 9:7–10 (NLT)  
7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And 
don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves 
a person who gives cheerfully.”* 8 And God will generously 
provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you 
need and plenty left over to share with others. 9 As the Scriptures 
say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their 
good deeds will be remembered forever.”*  
10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then 
bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your 
resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity* in 
you. 

• When you are living “Joyfully” within God’s provision 
level you can give generously and cheerfully  

• Christianity is not a static creed or a bunch of rules 
• Obedience leads to liberty which leads to joy and 

generosity  
• You are listening and responding to God 
• If there’s a person or a cause that needs resources, you can 

respond and start to live from B to C 
o Russia – helping others, guitar story  
o Cars – giving, selling and giving cash  
o Young man who needed boots   


