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Idol – 2  
What is one? – How to identify – How to guard our hearts  
 
Acts 17:16 (NLT)  
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was 
deeply troubled by all the idols he saw everywhere in the 
city.  
o Each culture is dominated by its own set of idols  
o Priesthoods, totems and rituals  
o Shrines, office towers – spas and gyms, studios and 

stadiums  
 
What is an idol? 
Simply – it is something that we feel will complete our life 
and bring us real happiness 
o It’s the thing that you feel you must have to be 

successful or for your life to have meaning  
o It’s the thing that you could not live without  

 
“A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to 
your life that, should you lose it, your life would feel hardly 
worth living.” Timothy Keller – Counterfeit Gods  
 
The Bible uses three basic metaphors to describe how 
people relate to idols  
o We love them 
o We trust them 
o We obey them  
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“Whatever controls us is our lord. The person who seeks 
power is controlled by power. The person who seeks 
acceptance is controlled by the people he or she wants to 
please. We do not control ourselves. We are controlled by 
the lord of our lives.”                                                                                   
– Rebecca Pippert – Out of the Saltshaker and into the World 
 
We need to take a walk in the Mountains – Abraham   
 
Genesis 22:2, 11-12 (NLT) lay it down – the first born   
2 “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you 
love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and 
sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, 
which I will show you.”  
 
11 At that moment the angel of the LORD called to him from 
heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”  
“Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!”  
12 “Don’t lay a hand on the boy!” the angel said. “Do not 
hurt him in any way, for now I know that you truly fear 
God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your 
only son.”  
o The fear of the Lord means loving God more than 

anything else in the world 
o The most painful times in our lives are when our idols 

are being threatened or removed  
o Now Abraham could love Isaac properly because he 

proved he loved God more  
o When something’s an idol we protect it – Idolize  
o He would either be to hard on Isaac or to lenient  
o We need to give our “Good Things” to God  
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The Idol of Love  
 
You know a good thing has become an idol when its 
demands on you exceed proper boundaries  
 
In our culture, as is true for many before us, we confuse 
Love with Sex 
 
It’s been said: Men use love to get sex and women use sex 
to get love 
 
The sad truth is we live in a culture where we have made 
Love an idol 
When you make an idol out of love you will allow your 
lover to exploit and abuse you 
 
Esau and Jacob  
 
Genesis 25:23 (NLT)  
23 And the LORD told her, “The sons in your womb will 
become two nations. From the very beginning, the two 
nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the 
other; and your older son will serve your younger son.”  
o Abraham fathered Isaac 
o Isaac married Rebekah 
o Rebekah gives birth to twins  

 
Even though the prophecy is clear Isaac sets his affections 
on Esau and favors him over Jacob  
Isaac made the same mistake His father (Abraham) was 
saved from 
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Because Esau was favored he grew up proud, spoiled, 
willful, and impulsive 
Jacob grew up cynical and bitter  
o Jacob steals the blessing of the first born from Esau 
o Esau vows to kill Jacob 
o Jacob flees to live with his uncle Laban  

 
Laban offers him a job managing his flocks 
 
Genesis 29:16–20 (NKJV)  
16 Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was 
Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s 
eyes were delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and 
appearance. 18 Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will 
serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter.” 
19 And Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than 
that I should give her to another man. Stay with me.” 20 So 
Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only 
a few days to him because of the love he had for her.  
o The Hebrew text says Rachel had a great figure and 

was beautiful 
o Jacob was smitten!  
o The original text suggests he was “Love Sick”  
o He paid 3 to 4 times the normal price   

 
Genesis 29:21 (NLT)  
21 Finally, the time came for him to marry her. “I have 
fulfilled my agreement,” Jacob said to Laban. “Now give 
me my wife so I can sleep with her.”  
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Give me my wife! 
 
The original Hebrew text uses a phrase that is unusually 
bald, graphic, and sexual for normal ancient discourse 
o Can you imagine saying to the father of the bride… 
o “I can’t wait to have sex with your daughter, give her 

to me now!” 
  
Jacob was empty and he thought sex would fill him up  
o He never had his father’s love 
o He lost his mother’s love 
o He had no sense of God’s love and care  
o He must have thought                                                                                              

– “if only I had her, finally, something would be right 
in my miserable life.”  

 
This is what modern culture keeps telling us 
Popular art and music of our society tell us that romance 
and love will meet the deepest needs of our heart  
 

Ernest Becker – The Denial of Death – The ways secular 
people have dealt with the loss of belief in God  
“The love partner becomes the divine ideal within which to 
fulfill one’s life. All spiritual and moral needs now become 
focused in one individual. . . . In one word, the love object 
is God. . . .” 
 
Our culture believes… 
You’re nobody till somebody loves you 
We will abandon everything for that love 
o Abusive, unnatural, dominating or controlling  
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It is becoming more and more pop-culture to have “friends 
with benefits”  
o We live in “the hookup culture”  
o Sex is something ordinary, casual and free from 

commitment  
o Pornography is a trillion-dollar industry 
o Some people say they afraid of love (commitment)                                                    

– partner to partner 
o Others must have love                                                                            

– sometimes enslaved in an abusive relationship  
o Sex has become a huge counterfeit god in our culture  

 
The Sting  
  
Genesis 29:22–25 (NLT)  
22 So Laban invited everyone in the neighborhood and 
prepared a wedding feast. 23 But that night, when it was 
dark, Laban took Leah to Jacob, and he slept with her. 
24 (Laban had given Leah a servant, Zilpah, to be her maid.) 
25 But when Jacob woke up in the morning—it was Leah! 
“What have you done to me?” Jacob raged at Laban. “I 
worked seven years for Rachel! Why have you tricked 
me?”  
o Laban never really promised Rachel to Jacob – Vs. 19 
o Laban explains Jacob should have known their custom 

of giving the oldest first – Vs. 26  
o Jacob was so love sick that he was love blind  
o He heard what he wanted to hear 
o Idols will enslave us and trap us 
o Jacob has to serve another seven years  
o Our fears and inner barrenness make love a narcotic  
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Idols will enslave us, deceive us and steal our life from us 
o Jacobs idolatry created decades of misery for his 

family – Joseph and his brothers  
o He favored Rachel’s sons over Leah’s  
o Spoiling and embittering the hearts of all his children 
o Poisoning his whole family system  
o We’ve all heard…                                                                   

“He worships the ground she walks on”  
 
The greatest tragedy is Leah 
o She was not as attractive as Rachel (weak eyes)  
o Had always lived in her sister’s shadow 
o Laban solved the problem of getting rid of her 
o Her father didn’t want her 
o Now Rachel is favored over her by Jacob 
o She became the girl that nobody wanted 

 
She did to Jacob what Jacob had done to Rachel and what 
Isaac had done to Esau  
o She set her heart on getting Jacobs love 
o She tried to find happiness and identity through 

traditional family values 
o She determined to have many sons 
o But it didn’t work 
o She set all her hopes and dreams on her husband  
o If I have babies my husband will love me 
o My unhappy life will be fixed 
o Every birth pushed her into a deeper loneliness  
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Genesis 29:31–35 (NLT)  
31 When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled 
her to have children, but Rachel could not conceive. 32 So 
Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named 
him Reuben,* for she said, “The LORD has noticed my 
misery, and now my husband will love me.” 33 She soon 
became pregnant again and gave birth to another son. She 
named him Simeon,* for she said, “The LORD heard that I 
was unloved and has given me another son.” 34 Then she 
became pregnant a third time and gave birth to another son. 
He was named Levi,* for she said, “Surely this time my 
husband will feel affection for me, since I have given him 
three sons!” 35 Once again Leah became pregnant and gave 
birth to another son. She named him Judah,* for she said, 
“Now I will praise the LORD!” And then she stopped 
having children.  
 
The moral: whatever we put our hopes in, in the morning, 
it’s always Leah, never Rachel   
 
CS Lewis – Mere Christianity – Most people, if they have 
really learned to look into their own hearts, would know 
that they do want, and want acutely, something that cannot 
be had in this world. There are all sorts of things in this 
world that offer to give it to you, but they never quite keep 
their promise. The longings which arise in us when we first 
fall in love, or first think of some foreign country, or first 
take up some subject that excites us, are longings which no 
marriage, no travel, no learning, can really satisfy. I am 
not now speaking of what would be ordinarily called 
unsuccessful marriages, or holidays, or learned careers.  
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I am speaking of the best possible ones. There was 
something we have grasped at, in that first moment of 
longing, which just fades away in the reality. I think 
everyone knows what I mean. The wife may be a good wife, 
and the hotels and scenery may have been excellent, and 
chemistry may be a very interesting job: but something has 
evaded us.  
 
What can we learn? 
If you put all of your deepest hopes and longings in the 
person you are marrying, you are going to crush them with 
your expectations  
o No person can give you what your soul needs 
o You will be disillusioned and disappointed  

 
You can blame it on them and move on to something or 
someone better – idolatry and spiritual addiction  
 
You can blame yourself – self loathing and shame 
 
You can blame the world – making you hard and cynical  
 
Realize that you were made for another world and this 
world can not bring true satisfaction  
 
1 John 2:15 (NLT)  
15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for 
when you love the world, you do not have the love of the 
Father in you.  
o We can not receive the Father’s love until we stop 

looking at this world to meet the need – Idol   
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The stereotypical male and female idolatries regarding 
romantic love are dead ends 
 
The only person in this story to really make progress is 
Leah 
 
Finally upon giving birth to her last child 
 
Genesis 29:35 (NLT)  
35 Once again Leah became pregnant and gave birth to 
another son. She named him Judah,* for she said, “Now I 
will praise the LORD!” And then she stopped having 
children.  
o NIV – This time 
o No mention of husband or child 
o Her hope is “Now” in God 
o Not her husband, not her father 
o She gives her heart to the Lord and gets her life back  
o The Lord – Yahweh (YHWH)  
o The name most used was Elohim  
o Yahweh is what Abraham called God 
o The only way she would have known that name was 

from Jacob 
o She continued to reach out to the personal God of 

Grace   
 
The Genealogy of Messiah  
 
Matthew 1:2 (NLT)  
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac was the father of 
Jacob. Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers. 


