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Idol – 3  
What is one? – How to identify – How to guard our hearts  
 
Acts 17:16 (NLT)  
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was 
deeply troubled by all the idols he saw everywhere in the 
city.  
o Each culture is dominated by its own set of idols  
o Priesthoods, totems and rituals  
o Shrines, office towers – spas and gyms, studios and 

stadiums  
 
What is an idol? 
Simply – it is something that we feel will complete our life 
and bring us real happiness 
o It’s the thing that you feel you must have to be 

successful or for your life to have meaning  
o It’s the thing that you could not live without  

 
“A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to 
your life that, should you lose it, your life would feel hardly 
worth living.” Timothy Keller – Counterfeit Gods  
 
The Bible uses three basic metaphors to describe how 
people relate to idols  
o We love them 
o We trust them 
o We obey them  
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Last Session: The lives of Jacob and Leah                                                     
– The Idol of Love  
 
The moral: whatever we put our hopes in, in the morning, 
it’s always Leah, never Rachel   
o No person or object can give you what your soul needs 
o You will be disillusioned and disappointed  

 
You can blame it on them and move on to something or 
someone better – idolatry and spiritual addiction  
You can blame yourself – self loathing and shame 
You can blame the world – making you hard and cynical  
Realize that you were made for another world and this 
world can not bring true satisfaction  
 
Genesis 29:35 (NLT)  
She named him Judah,* for she said, “Now I will praise the 
LORD!” And then she stopped having children.  
o No mention of husband or child 
o Her hope is “Now” in God 
o Not her husband, not her father 
o She gives her heart to the Lord and gets her life back  
o The Lord – Yahweh (YHWH)  

 
1 John 2:15 (NLT)  
15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for 
when you love the world, you do not have the love of the 
Father in you.  
o We can not receive the Father’s love until we stop 

looking at this world to meet the need – Idol   
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The Idol of Money (Greed)  
 
“What induces one man to use false weights, another to set 
his house on fire after having insured it for more than its 
value, while three- fourths of our upper classes indulge in 
legalized fraud . . . what gives rise to all this? It is not real 
want— for their existence is by no means precarious . . . 
but they are urged on day and night by a terrible 
impatience at seeing their wealth pile up so slowly, and by 
an equally terrible longing and love for these heaps of 
gold. . . . What once was done “for the love of God” is now 
done for the love of money, i.e., for the love of that which at 
present affords us the highest feeling of power and a good 
conscience.”                                                                                                                 
– Friedrich Nietzsche (knee-cha) Atheist Philosopher                  
1844-1900 
 
He, as well as other writers and thinkers, believe that “the 
culture of greed” that is eating away at our souls has 
brought about all of the economic crashes the world has 
experienced 
o Year of Release – Every 7 years debts released  
o Year of Jubilee – land and property returned  

 
Yet no one thinks change is around the corner 
 
The reason: Greed is especially hard to see in ourselves  
Who has ever admitted                                                                              
– “I spend to much money on myself”                                                                     
– “I think my greedy lust for money is harming my family, 
my soul and the people around me”   
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Greed hides itself from the victim  
It blinds the heart  
o We compare ourselves with the economic bracket we 

fit into  
o That makes it easy to think we don’t live lavishly 
o Most Americans consider themselves middle class 
o The rest of the world would not agree  
o What we view as necessities the rest of the world 

considers luxury  
 
How can we become free from the power of money 
blinding us?  
 
Luke 19:1–2 (NLT)  
Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 
2 There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the 
chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very 
rich.  
o A tax collector would have been shunned by the 

community – Arch-tax collector (head of the system)   
o The Romans taxed them heavily in order to transfer 

the wealth to Rome  
o This led to poverty 
o The only people who lived in luxury where the 

Romans – Zaccheaus was extremely wealthy   
o They called Zaccheaus a sinner  

 
Today: Nazi collaborators selling our their own people 
Drug lords enslaving thousands in the inner city 
Mortgage companies who sell people mortgages they can’t 
afford while making millions themselves  
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Colossians 3:5(NLT)  
5 …Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, 
worshiping the things of this world. Ephesians 5:5  
 
Luke 12:15 (NLT)  
15 Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of 
greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.”  
o In Luke 11 and 12 Jesus warns us about worrying over 

our possessions 
o It’s not just the love of money but excessive anxiety 

about it 
 
Luke 12:15 (NKJV)  
15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of 
covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he possesses.”  
o Consist – to be defined by what you own and consume  
o A personal identity based on money or possessions  
o If you lost it you would lose “self”  

 
Luke 16:13–15 (NKJV)  
13 “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.” 14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of 
money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him. 
15 And He said to them, “You are those who justify 
yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For 
what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in 
the sight of God.  
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Do you daydream and fantasize about new ways to make or 
spend money? 
 
Are you jealous of those who have more than you?  
 
When you “trust money” you believe that money gives you 
control and security over your life  
 
When money becomes an idol we serve it – Romans 6:16  
Money is a great servant but a ruthless slave master 
 
 No Slide: Luke 16:13 (NKJV)  
13 “No servant can serve two masters” 
o Serve – the solemn, conventional service rendered to 

the king  
o The only way to dethrone money is to make God the 

center of your life  
o If God is your identity and security money can’t 

control you through worry and desire  
o It’s one or the other – God or money  

 
Nowhere is slavery more evident than in the blindness of 
materialism and greed  
 
Jesus doesn’t say “Watch Out” for adultery – you know 
when you’re in bed with someone’s spouse 
Yet we can be blinded to greed  
 
Money is the most common counterfeit God because it 
takes hold of your heart and blinds you through anxiety and 
lust – It forces you to put it before everything else  
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Luke 19:3–7 (NKJV)  
3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not 
because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he 
ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, 
for He was going to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came 
to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must 
stay at your house.” 6 So he made haste and came down, 
and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all 
complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man 
who is a sinner.”  
o He didn’t climb a tree only because he was short 
o He could have stood in front 
o The people wouldn’t let him – they didn’t like him 
o For any grown male in that day to climb a tree would 

have been undignified – 2 Samuel 6:22 – David   
o He did it because he was “Desperate” to connect with 

Jesus  
o The crowd of respectable, religious people complained 
o Not only did Jesus talk to him but was going to eat 

with him 
o In that culture eating with someone meant friendship  
o God’s salvation is by grace not moral achievement or 

performance  
 
Am I willing to lay down my dignity and trust in 
materialism and money? 
 
You can’t love both 
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Luke 19:8–10 (NKJV)  
8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, 
I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken 
anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore 
fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 
10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.”  
o Mosaic Law only required giving 10%  
o He was willing to give 50%  

 
Do I struggle with giving even 10%? 
Or has grace allowed me to give more?  
 
Why is it we claim, under grace to have more revelation, 
knowledge and truth yet struggle with giving even the 
amount required under a system that was incomplete?  
 
Did Jesus merely give 10% of His life and blood?  
 
I believe tithing is a minimum standard for Christians!  
 
Zaccheaus also gave back what he had exorbitantly taken 
from the Jews through taxation   
 
Mosaic Law only required giving it back with 20% interest 
Leviticus 5:16; Numbers 5:7  
 
He gave back 4 times – 300 % interest  
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No Slide: Luke 19:8–10 (NKJV)  
8 … “Today salvation has come to this house” 
o He didn’t say “will come” 
o Salvation (Grace) does not come in response to our 

actions 
o Our actions are in response to salvation (Grace)  
o He didn’t ask how much must I give? 
o Lavish, generous grace says, how much can I give?  
o We can be financially rich yet spiritually bankrupt  
o Jesus had replaced money as his savior 
o Money went back to being “Just Money”  
o A tool for doing good – for serving others  
o The grace of God will root your security in Christ not 

wealth  
 
There are “Deep Idols” and “Surface Idols”  
o Some of us are motivated by influence and power  
o Others are more excited by approval and appreciation  
o Still others emotional and physical comfort  
o Others want security and control of their environment 

 
Surface idols are things such as money, our spouse, or 
children through which our deep idols seek fulfillment  
 
Do I… 
o Spend very little yet invest large amounts for security 

and control?  
o Use money to access the right social circles to feel 

accepted and beautiful  
o See money as a way to gain power over others?  
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It’s not as simple as eliminating the surface idol we need to 
allow God to get to the deep idol  
What need is money meeting that only God should meet?  
 
The solution is to reflect on the generosity of Christ  
 
2 Corinthians 8:8 (NLT)  
8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how 
genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of 
the other churches.  
o I don’t want to order you 
o Not in a response to a demand  
o He wants to see the sincerity (genuineness) of their 

love 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 (NLT)  
9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so 
that by his poverty he could make you rich.  
o What was Paul saying? 
o Jesus gave up the treasure of heaven to make you His 

treasure – 1 Peter 2:9-10 Chosen possession, Royalty  
o When you see Him dying to make you His treasure 

you will make Him yours  
o Money will no longer be your currency of security  
o You will want to bless others 

 
“To the degree you grasp the Gospel money will not have 
dominion over you. Think on His costly grace until it 
changes you into a generous people”                                                               
– Timothy Keller – Counterfeit Gods  


