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Idol – 5 
 
What is one? – How to identify – How to guard our hearts  
 
Acts 17:16 (NLT)  
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was 
deeply troubled by all the idols he saw everywhere in the 
city.  
 
What is an idol? 
Simply – it is something that we feel will complete our life 
and bring us real happiness 
 
The Bible uses three basic metaphors to describe how 
people relate to idols  
o We love them 
o We trust them 
o We obey them  

 
1 John 2:15 (NLT)  
15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for 
when you love the world, you do not have the love of the 
Father in you.  
 
The Idol of Love – The lives of Jacob and Leah                                                      
 
The moral: whatever we put our hopes in, in the morning, 
it’s always Leah, never Rachel   
o No person or object can give you what your soul needs 
o You will be disillusioned and disappointed  
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The Idol of Money (Greed) – Zacchaeus – Luke 19:1-10   
 
 No Slide: Luke 16:13 (NKJV)  
13 “No servant can serve two masters” 
o It’s one or the other – God or money  

 
The Idol of Success 
 
When success is our idol we get a sense that we are god 
o Our security and value rest in our wisdom, strength 

and performance our provision – Self made man   
o It distorts your view of self 
o You have an inflated view of your abilities  

 
We can be Successful yet Spiritually Dead 
 
2 Kings 5:1 (NIV)  
Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of 
Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and 
highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given 
victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had 
leprosy.   
o Naaman had all the accolades and accomplishments 
o BUT he had leprosy                                                                        	  
o Naaman had everything yet literally he was falling 

apart	  
o His success was useless because it couldn’t heal him  
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Idolatry causes us to become spiritually blind  
 
Psalm 135:15–18 (NLT)  

15 The idols of the nations are merely things of silver and 
gold,  
shaped by human hands.  

16 They have mouths but cannot speak,  
and eyes but cannot see.  

17 They have ears but cannot hear,  
and mouths but cannot breathe.  

18 And those who make idols are just like them,  
as are all who trust in them.  
 

Political Idolatry 
 
Just before Europe plunged into WW II, Dutch historian 
Johan Huizinga wrote, “We live in a world possessed. And 
we know it”  
 
The Nazis claimed to promote a deep love of country and 
people. But somehow their patriotism became demonic and 
destructive and accomplished the opposite of what it sought 
o When love of ones people becomes absolute it turns 

into racism 
o When love of equality becomes a supreme thing it can 

result in a hatred and violence toward anyone that has 
lived a privileged life  

o Good causes can become political gods  
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When we center our lives on an idol we become dependent 
upon it  
 
If our counterfeit god is threatened in any way, our 
response is complete panic – we react as if there’s no hope  
 
Jesus is not a republican, democrat or independent  
 
John 14:1 (NKJV) 
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe 
also in Me.  
o When our party loses we shouldn’t fall apart 
o People of the opposite party are not evil 

 
In political idolatry we make a god out of having power 
 
The Idol of Power 
 
We all struggle with the sense of being dependent and 
powerless 
 
Original sin was to resent the limits God had put on us  
 
Genesis 2:17 (NKJV)  
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.”  
o To seek to be “as God” we take power over our own 

destiny  
o It is now a part of our very nature 
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We seek ways to assure ourselves we still have power over 
our own lives, but it is an illusion  
 
Psalm 50:12 (NKJV)  
12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is 
Mine, and all its fullness.  
 
Psalm 75:6–7 (NKJV)  
6 For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the 
west nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He puts 
down one, and exalts another.  
 
If we are not carful patriotism can become racism, 
oppression, and imperialism 
 
“It is a mistake to think that some of our impulses— say 
mother love or patriotism— are good, and others, like sex 
or the fighting instinct, are bad. . . . There are situations in 
which it is the duty of a married man to encourage his 
sexual impulse and of a soldier to encourage the fighting 
instinct. There are also occasions on which a mother’s love 
for her own children or a man’s love for his own country 
have to be suppressed or they will lead to unfairness 
towards other people’s children or countries.” – CS Lewis  
 
When we make our political party our saving faith it 
becomes our “Ideology”  
o Ideologies take away our dependence on God   
o In any culture where God is largely absent sex, 

money, and politics fill the vacuum for many people  
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600 years BC Babylon rose as a super world power. They 
invaded Judah and captured Jerusalem. Most of the known 
world was under the control of king and general 
Nebuchadnezzar.  
 
Daniel 2:1–3 (NLT)  
One night during the second year of his reign,* 
Nebuchadnezzar had such disturbing dreams that he 
couldn’t sleep. 2 He called in his magicians, enchanters, 
sorcerers, and astrologers,* and he demanded that they tell 
him what he had dreamed. As they stood before the king, 
3 he said, “I have had a dream that deeply troubles me, and I 
must know what it means.”  
o What did this mean? 
o Would his empire fail? 
o Would someone come and exploit some hidden 

weakness?  
o When we put our faith in power we can easily become 

fearful and insecure when our foundation seems 
threatened or in danger of collapse  

o Fear and powerlessness stems from our alienation 
from God – 1 John 4:18   

 
Power idols are “Deep Idols” that can manifest in a great 
variety of “Surface Idols”  
o Do you have to be “in charge” or control of every 

situation in your life? 
o Do you have to “be right” or always on the winning 

team 
o Do you need to be a part of the “majority” to feel you 

have success?  
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Power can manifest in relationships, the workplace, trust in 
government or even religious service or identity  
 
Idols of power are not only for the powerful 
o You can pursue power in small petty ways 
o You can become the neighborhood bully or a low-

level bureaucrat who bosses around a few people in 
your field of authority  

 
Daniel 2:31–35 (NLT)  
31 “In your vision, Your Majesty, you saw standing before 
you a huge, shining statue of a man. It was a frightening 
sight. 32 The head of the statue was made of fine gold. Its 
chest and arms were silver, its belly and thighs were 
bronze, 33 its legs were iron, and its feet were a combination 
of iron and baked clay. 34 As you watched, a rock was cut 
from a mountain,* but not by human hands. It struck the 
feet of iron and clay, smashing them to bits. 35 The whole 
statue was crushed into small pieces of iron, clay, bronze, 
silver, and gold. Then the wind blew them away without a 
trace, like chaff on a threshing floor. But the rock that 
knocked the statue down became a great mountain that 
covered the whole earth.  
o The idol represented the kingdoms of the earth                                                  

– Human power and achievement  
o Civilization, commerce and culture, rule and power 
o The things by which human beings glorify themselves  
o The rock, less valuable cut from a mountain, “but not 

by human hands” yet the most powerful 
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Daniel 2:44 (NLT)  
44 “During the reigns of those kings, the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed or conquered. 
It will crush all these kingdoms into nothingness, and it will 
stand forever.  
o God’s kingdom is forever, without end  
o And it will be set up on the earth  

 
This dream was a call to humility  
 
Those who receive power have not achieved it but been 
given it, by God  
 
Psalm 75:6–7 (NKJV)  
6 For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the 
west nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He puts 
down one, and exalts another.  
o King Nebuchadnezzar would have believed in the 

concept of many gods – pluralism 
o He was being challenged to change that view to one of 

a preeminent, all-powerful lawgiver to whom 
everyone is accountable  

o A sovereign, supreme God to whom he was 
responsible for the power given him  

o He accepted that view  
 
1 Peter 5:6 (NLT)  
6 So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, 
and at the right time he will lift you up in honor.  
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Daniel 2:46–47 (NLT)  
46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar threw himself down before 
Daniel and worshiped him, and he commanded his people 
to offer sacrifices and burn sweet incense before him. 
47 The king said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is the greatest 
of gods, the Lord over kings, a revealer of mysteries, for 
you have been able to reveal this secret.”  
o Here we see the answer to the idol of power 
o Surrender! 
o Humility!  

 
Our addiction to power and control is due to a false 
conception of God 
We believe that we alone are masters of our fate 
 
Statistics show that most religious teenagers and young 
Americans believe that the goal in life is to be happy and 
feel good about yourself 
 
Though god may exist and created the world he does not 
need to be involved in our lives except when there’s a 
problem 
o This view of God makes you the master of your fate 
o This point of view can only develop in a comfortable, 

prosperous society among privileged people  
o It breeds an entitlement mentality  

 
If you were born in Outer Mongolia, instead of where you 
are, it wouldn’t matter how hard you worked or used your 
talents you would end up poor and powerless  
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Much of our perceived success has more to do with where 
we were born and in what time period than our own 
achievements 
o Most of the forces that make us who we are lie in the 

hand of God 
 
1 Corinthians 4:7 (NKJV)  
7 For who makes you differ from another? And what do 
you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed 
receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?  
 
Sometimes we forget where we came from and the power 
God has “given” us  
 
Daniel 4:29–30 (NLT)  
29 Twelve months later he was taking a walk on the flat roof 
of the royal palace in Babylon. 30 As he looked out across 
the city, he said, ‘Look at this great city of Babylon! By my 
own mighty power, I have built this beautiful city as my 
royal residence to display my majestic splendor.’  
 
He had forgotten what he once realized 
o Your hand hasn’t built anything 
o Pride can resurrect at any time 
o Trust in self will eventually leave you deranged and 

powerless  
 
Daniel 4:31–32 (NLT)  
31 “While these words were still in his mouth, a voice called 
down from heaven, ‘O King Nebuchadnezzar, this message 
is for you! You are no longer ruler of this kingdom.  
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32 You will be driven from human society. You will live in 
the fields with the wild animals, and you will eat grass like 
a cow. Seven periods of time will pass while you live this 
way, until you learn that the Most High rules over the 
kingdoms of the world and gives them to anyone he 
chooses.’  
 
When we try to become God rather than being human 
beings we will fall lower than human beings  
o Pride will make you a predator not a person 
o Let God humble you rather than embitter you                           

(hard heart)   
o Turn to God instead of living for your own glory 
o Let pride die in you and allow Him to resurrect you   
o He will give you a tender heart – Fully Human!  

 
Don’t look for people and situations that make you feel in 
control 
Admit your powerlessness and give up your power to serve 
others  
 
Daniel 4:34, 36 (NLT)  
34 “After this time had passed, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked 
up to heaven. My sanity returned, and I praised and 
worshiped the Most High and honored the one who lives 
forever. His rule is everlasting, and his kingdom is eternal. 
36 “When my sanity returned to me, so did my honor and 
glory and kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, 
and I was restored as head of my kingdom, with even 
greater honor than before.  


