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Living Beyond Yourself  

 

God’s desire is for each and every one of us to make an impact 

in the sphere of influence we have been placed 

• So many of us don’t see ourselves as leaders 

• Leadership is defined as influence 

• All of us are called to influence others   

 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV)  
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 

LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and 

a hope.  

• Even though most of us are familiar with this passage we 

have a hard time believing it  

• The truth is, most people don’t see themselves successful  

• We need to look beyond ourselves to experience the 

success God has planned for us 

 

No one can limit the plan of God for your life except you 

 

Psalm 78:41 (KJV 1900)  
41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy 

One of Israel.  

• They sent out spies who saw the giants 

• They chose to look at all the reasons they couldn’t go 

• They allowed the fear of man to keep them in the 

wilderness  

• We need to change ourselves, our thinking and our mindset 

• We can take the limits off God   
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Ephesians 3:20 (NKJV)  
20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 

all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,  

• Many people think this verse is saying that God is able to 

do anything, but they miss the point 

• His power is working and active in us 

• According – “in proportion to” or “to the degree of the 

power that worketh in us”  

 

God is no respecter of persons!  

Romans 2:11 (NKJV)  
11 For there is no partiality with God. 
 

Deuteronomy 28:13 (NKJV)  
13 And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail; you 

shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the 

commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you 

today, and are careful to observe them.  

• We are to live above and not beneath  

• We’re to be the head and not the tail 

• We’re supposed to be rejoicing in the midst of problems 

I’m not saying that we live in a perfect world without any 

problems 

• Many times, there are reasons we have problems 

• But God didn’t create anyone to be a failure  

• If you’re experiencing failure, understand He doesn’t want 

you to live that way 

o God loves you! 

o He wants you to win! 

o You were created to be a winner!  



Living Beyond Yourself - 2 
Page 3 of 11 

 

Romans 8:37 (NKJV)  
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

Him who loved us.  

 

Psalm 65:11 (NKJV)  
11 You crown the year with Your goodness, and Your paths drip 

with abundance.  

 

You have got to change your perspective on life  

 

Mark 2:22 (NKJV)  
22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new 

wine bursts the wineskins, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins 

are ruined. But new wine must be put into new wineskins.”  

• You can’t go around thinking mediocre thoughts and 

expect abundance – New thinking!  

• You must have a bigger vision for your life! 

• Don’t let your mind talk you out of it 

• Don’t let circumstances dictate what God can do in your 

life 

• God is still in control!  

 

The problem is most of us are so caught up in the cares of the 

world and the deceitfulness of riches we have a hard time 

hearing the voice of God  

• These distractions limit God 

• They keep us from understanding His plan for our life  

• The seed (the word of God) doesn’t determine the harvest 

• The soil does  

o good seed – bad soil = little harvest  
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Luke 6:45 (NKJV)  
45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth 

good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings 

forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth 

speaks.  

• What is in our heart is what comes out of our mouth 

• What comes out of our mouth is what we produce 

• If we think and speak lack that’s what we have  

• If we think and speak abundance and success that’s what 

we have  

o Regardless of our current state of affairs 

• We will never live a life beyond ourselves until we see 

ourselves the way God created us to live 

 

If we settle for average we are limiting God in our lives!   

 

A fisherman on a riverbank saw another man fishing nearby. He 

noticed that he would through back the big fish but keep the 

little ones. This went on for a while until he went over and asked 

why do you throw back the big fish but keep the small ones. 

“Oh, that’s simple” he said. “All I have is a ten-inch frying 

pan” 

• We have got to stop thinking the cards are stacked against 

us 

• We’ve got to stop thinking we’ll always be lacking  

• We’ve got to stop thinking the favor of God is only for 

someone else 

• We’ve got to stop thinking we don’t deserve it 

• We must believe it is for us! 

• God wants to BLESS us!  
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Psalm 46:10 (NKJV)  
10 Be still, and know that I am God;  

• We cannot really understand the greatness of God without 

being still and shutting some things out  

• We need to be quiet and let Him speak to us  

 

1 Kings 19:11–12 (NKJV)  

11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the 

LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong 

wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces 

before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after 

the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 
12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the 

fire; and after the fire a still small voice.  

• Elijah witnessed an earthquake, a fire, and a mighty wind 

so strong it destroyed the rocks  

• God wasn’t in any of these spectacular things  

• He simply spoke to him in a still small voice  

• This is the number-one way God speaks to us 
 

Matthew 11:29 (NKJV)  

29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle 

and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

• The way most of us will relate to the Lord is not through a 

blinding flash of light 

• But rather something subtle and simple 

If we are not careful the cares of this world, the lust of the flesh 

and the lust of the eyes will cause us to miss His still small voice  
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Most people’s lifestyles are not conducive to hearing God’s 

voice 

• We cram it so full of “stuff” and never have any down time 

• If we have free time most of us plop in front of the 

television  

We can see the wonder of hearing God’s voice in nature 

• How do geese fly thousands of miles and land in the same 

place year after year? 

• Or salmon heading upstream to spawn every year  

• We usually don’t ponder things like that 
 

Matthew 6:26 (NKJV)  
26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor 

gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 

not of more value than they?  

 

Psalm 19:1 (NKJV)  
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament 

shows His handiwork.  

 

All of creation is shouting every single day about the glory of 

God 

• Every sunrise and sunset is a testimony of His 

awesomeness  

• God is constantly speaking to us 

• Yet we are too busy to hear Him  

 

We need to spend time being still and let God speak to us  
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Our lifestyles are so busy that we often talk about how busy we 

are 

• If we have extra time we fill it with something 

• We multitask and brag about how we can do multiple 

things 

 

We would be much better off setting regular, quiet time aside to 

hear from God  
 

Mark 6:31 (NKJV)  

31 And He said to them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted 

place and rest a while.” For there were many coming and going, 

and they did not even have time to eat.  

• Jesus was in the habit of recharging His spiritual batteries 

• There were times He would stay up all night in prayer                            

– see Matthew 14 

• Connecting with His Father was more important than sleep  

• If Jesus needed to separate, come apart and rest for a while, 

so do we  

 

Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV)  
23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in 

man who walks to direct his own steps.  

• God has given us the authority to run our own lives, but it’s 

the wrong choice 

• We can only reach our full potential when we become God 

dependent and look to Him for leadership  

• We need to spend time with God and His word and follow 

His plan for our lives  
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Deuteronomy 30:19 (NKJV)  
19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I 

have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; 

therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may 

live;  

• God gave us a choice, but then told us what choice to make 

• The right choice is to choose life – to choose God 

• We need to become responsive to God 

• We can’t do that when the cares of this life and other things 

are choking the word on the inside of us 

 

Some people say they don’t have quantity of time but they have 

quality of time 

• We need both, quality and quantity  

• We need to keep our minds stayed on Him 

• That doesn’t mean you have to become a preacher or stop 

working in the secular world 

• We can keep our minds stayed on the Lord regardless of 

what you do  

 

The same part of us that mediates on the word is the same part 

that worries  

 

2 Corinthians 10:4–5 (NKJV)  

4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 

God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments 

and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of 

God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 

Christ,  
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If we are going to take the limits off God we are going to have 

to diminish the ungodliness and all of the junk of this world 

from coming into our hearts  

Face the hard questions:  

• Is this all there is to life? 

• Is this all God wants me to do? 

• Is there something more? 

• Am I in the right profession? 

• Is this what God led me to do? 

Until we start entertaining these thoughts, be still and let God 

speak to us, we will continue to limit God   

 

Acts 9:10 (NKJV)  
10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; 

and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, 

“Here I am, Lord.”  

• How many times has God called our name and we weren’t 

there? 

• How many times has God spoken to us and tried to help us 

from making a mistake, but we didn’t hear Him?  

• How many times has God tried to do things in life, but we 

were busy watching, “As the Stomach Turns”? 

 

We have got to take time to sit and just think about God  

• Start spending time with Him 

• Let the word of God renew our minds 

• Focus our attention on the things of God  
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Unplug from this world and give God the opportunity to speak 

to us   

If you think you can get things done on your one because you’re 

talented or motivated, you’re wrong  

 

1 Corinthians 1:27 (NKJV)  

27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to 

shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 

world to put to shame the things which are mighty;  

• God hasn’t chosen the mighty, the rich and the powerful 

o He has chosen the weak things of the world 

o The things that are despised  

God isn’t against gifted, talented, wealthy people 

The problem is, when people have it in the natural, they tend to 

think they can do everything on their own 

• So, they don’t depend on God 

• People who don’t have a lot tend to turn to God more 

readily 

• It doesn’t mean God doesn’t speak to all of us, but the vast 

majority of gifted, mighty people don’t listen  
 
 

Proverbs 4:26 (NKJV)  
26 Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways be 

established.  

• God wants us to ponder our lives in view of His ways 

• He wants us to think and lay our lives before Him 
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When was the last time you chose to remember where you have 

come from and what God has spoken to us in the past? 

• Think about how much he has changed your life  
 

John 10:27 (NKJV)  
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me.  

• Jesus didn’t say, “My sheep can hear My voice”  

• God is speaking to us every minute of every day 

• If we aren’t hearing His voice it’s because we are dull of 

hearing 

• We are drowning out His voice with everything else  

 

We need to change our lifestyles and focus our attention on God 

in order to take the limits off of Him  

 

Jeremiah 29:11–14 (NKJV)  
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 

LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and 

a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, 

and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, 

when you search for Me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by 

you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your 

captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the 

places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring 

you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away 

captive.  

• When will we turn to God? 

• When will we stop limiting God by allowing ourselves to 

be held captive to the world?  

 


