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One Cause – 4   
 
John 18:37 (NKJV)  
37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus 
answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was 
born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My 
voice.”  

• His cause was so vital He was willing to die for it 

Before you were born the Father 

Knew you – Destined you – Purposed you  

 
Jeremiah 1:5 (NKJV)  
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you 
were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the 
nations.”  
 
United Around One Cause  

Psalm 133 (NKJV)  
1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! 2 It is like the precious oil upon the head, 
running down on the beard, the beard of Aaron, Running down 
on the edge of his garments. 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 
descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD 
commanded the blessing— Life forevermore.  
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Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NKJV)  
9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for 
their labor.  
 
When we are truly united as one, we are going in a single 
direction 
• Gods purpose and worldly pursuits cannot coexist  
• Time – Talent – Resources  

 

What are you holding? 

Exodus 4:2 (NKJV)  
2 So the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, 
“A rod.”  
 
What is in your hand is connected to your calling  
• Do not underestimate the power of the things that God has 

put in front of you today 
 
What’s in your hand looks like you; what’s in your heart looks 
the way you would like to look 
• Sadly, some peoples gift may get them somewhere that 

their character cannot keep them 
• What is in your hand will build character and faith in God   

 
Luke 16:10 (NKJV)  
10 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.  
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The Blessings of Work 
 
“If you are not happy and diligent now you won’t be when you 
arrive at your dream”  
 
Unless you understand the power and blessing of hard work, the 
purposes of the Father will not become a reality in your life 
• Work is part of your innate design 
• God worked six days and rested on the seventh  
• Work is a blessing, not a curse 
• Some of us are stressed out by work 
• Some are ruled by its emptiness and futility  
• Others believe that work is only for meeting their own 

needs and desires 
• We cannot have a good attitude about work until we have a 

healthy understanding of its purpose and the blessing it is 
meant to be  

 
Solomon hated work so much that he hated his life  
 
Ecclesiastes 2:17–18 (NKJV)  
17 Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under 
the sun was distressing to me, for all is vanity (emptiness) and 
grasping for the wind. 18 Then I hated all my labor in which I 
had toiled under the sun, because I must leave it to the man who 
will come after me.  
• Solomon had no revelation of the power of empowering the 

generations to come 
• What we work for and build is for the future  
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He goes on to say… 
	

Ecclesiastes 2:22–23 (NKJV)  
22 For what has man for all his labor, and for the striving of his 
heart with which he has toiled under the sun? 23 For all his days 
are sorrowful, and his work burdensome; even in the night his 
heart takes no rest. This also is vanity.  
• Do you see work as a means to an end? 
• Or do you see work as a beginning?  
• Do you see it as futile and tiresome? 
• Or do you see it as a catalyst to the purpose of God for your 

life?  
 
The Great Wall of China took more than 200 years to build to its 
current length 
 
The Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris took 200 years to build 
 
The Panama Canal took 34 years and 80,000 workers and an 
estimated 30,000 lives lost  
 
Mount Rushmore took fourteen years to sculpt 
• All achievements and opportunities begin with hard work 
• Let’s not take for granted the work that still needs to be 

done in building the Kingdom 
• Achievements do not just fall from the sky  

 
Be assured we will eat the fruit of our labor if we learn to 
embrace the work that is before us  
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Psalm 128:1–2 (NKJV)  
1 Blessed is every one who fears the LORD, who walks in His 
ways. 2 When you eat the labor of your hands, you shall be 
happy, and it shall be well with you.  
 
When you love the Lord and carry His cause in your heart, He 
will reward you for all of your hard work 
• Not just what you do from 9-5 
• Families take work 
• Studies take work 
• Spiritual commitments take work  

 
When you commit to working hard the fruit of your life will be 
evident to all 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:10, 12-13 (NKJV) 
10 I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are 
to be occupied. 12 I know that nothing is better for them than to 
rejoice, and to do good in their lives, 13 and also that every man 
should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor—it is 
the gift of God.  

• We have a God-given task to occupy us 
• Occupied – “to be busy, to take up one’s time, to be 

absorbed.” 
• Are you occupied by your God-given task?  
• Do not do it half-heartedly?  
• Do it with your whole heart – Colossians 3:23  
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Having a revelation of a God-given task “One Cause” will 
transform the way you see work and the way you see every day  

• When we don’t realize why we are here our hearts can drift 
away from God and His purposes   

Ecclesiastes 2:20 (NKJV)  
20 Therefore I turned my heart and despaired of all the labor in 
which I had toiled under the sun.  
• Solomon had no rest because he had turned his heart away 

from God 
• He gave himself everything he desired 
• He had forgotten his purpose 
• When you take the Lord out of the equation, work can have 

such emptiness  
• When you see work as having an eternal purpose, it will 

feed you 
 

John 4:34 (NKJV)  
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent 
Me, and to finish His work. 	
• Hard work can actually nourish you 
• When our hearts are right about work, freedom and 

fulfillment are the result 
• Our work here is not just for us 
• It is for the will of Father God   
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Ecclesiastes 2:18 (NKJV)  
18 Then I hated all my labor in which I had toiled under the sun, 
because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.  
• “under the sun” – that which is natural and finite  
• We need to learn to see things from an eternal or cause-

driven focus 
• See things from heavens perspective 

 

Matthew 6:10 (NKJV)  
10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
• Am I completely occupied by a commitment to see the will 

of heaven accomplished here on earth? 
• Do I view my work as a way to bring the will of God and 

His blessings into other people’s lives?  
• Work becomes a joy when we know our work has eternal 

significance  

God wants to use you as a conduit 
• Your work is not only reserved for your table 
• Christianity is not just about having enough for you and 

your family 
• God wants us to put food on the tables of others 
• Not just meat and potatoes  
• Time, finances, emotional support, wisdom, etc.  
• Generosity – 2 legs   

o Stewardship – management  
o Giving – must release it  
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Life is not about keeping up with the Jones’s 
 
 Ecclesiastes 2:4–7 (NKJV)  
4 I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted 
myself vineyards. 5 I made myself gardens and orchards, and I 
planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 6 I made myself water 
pools from which to water the growing trees of the grove. 7 I 
acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my 
house. Yes, I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than all 
who were in Jerusalem before me.  
• Solomon enjoyed the best of the best 
• He accumulated wealth, position, influence  
• He realized it was all “vanity and grasping at the wind”                                   

– Ecclesiastes 2:11  
 
Only after he started to see that his work was a gift from the 
Lord could he be pre-occupied with his God-given task  
  
Ephesians 4:28 (NKJV)  
28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, 
working with his hands what is good, that he may have 
something to give him who has need.  
 
1 Timothy 6:17-18 (NKJV)  
17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be 
haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, 
who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that 
they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share.  
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God is a God of Purpose and You and I Should Be Living Life 
On Purpose  
 
Psalm 24:1 (NKJV)  
1 The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, the world and 
those who dwell therein.  
• Everything is created for His purpose 
• The earth, the seas, the mountains as well as you and I  

 
Rick Warren’s – The Purpose Driven Life starts with this 
statement  
– “It’s not about you.”  
 
When we live life on purpose we start to realize that we are 
living for something bigger than ourselves  
 
When we live our life for the Lord or for His namesake 
regardless of the season the Lord is our passion and provision  
 
Psalm 23 (NKJV) 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me to 
lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 
He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house 
of the LORD forever.  
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Our purpose shapes how we live, how we respond, the choices 
we make, and how we face the seasons of life  
• Nothing else will ever bring true peace 
• Maybe God’s purpose has laid dormant for years 
• Maybe it’s no more than a faint whisper 
• Challenges, missed opportunities and hurts have buried the 

purpose of God 
• It’s time for a reawakening! 

 
Many times our lives lack momentum or forward progress 
because we do not have a singleness of focus 
 
Part of the problem is we compartmentalize our lives 
• One box is our God box 
• One box is for family 
• One box for work 
• One box for church and ministry 
• When we live like this these areas battle for our attention  

 
When your life has God at the center everything else flows out 
of the purpose of God 
 
The key to seeing the Father’s purpose unfold in your life is 
having His word in your heart and on your tongue   
• When purpose is in your heart you will have purpose in 

your mouth  
• Purpose will shape the way you talk about the future 
• What you believe about God and yourself 
• What you have faith for  
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Matthew 12:34 (NKJV)  
34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? 
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  
 
Deuteronomy 30:14 (NKJV) 
14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart, that you may do it.  
• We need to know Gods word so that our words become a 

genuine reflection of our hearts 
• You cannot trick your heart by simply speaking the right 

words 
• The words will be hollow and have little weight  
• Our words need to flow out of a divinely implanted sense 

of purpose  
 
No Slide: Ecclesiastes 3:11 AMP  
[a divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the 
ages which nothing under the sun but God alone can satisfy] 

When you live, “for His namesake” you are excited about your 
purpose and destiny  
• It will be obvious in the way you speak 
• The way your live 
• The things you pursue 
• The things you don’t pursue 
• How you face opposition and challenges 
• You have a steadfastness and sense of quiet confidence  

 
When you live this way you always seem to find a way of 
coming out on top  
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Psalm 23:1 (NKJV)   
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
• Want – “decrease, diminish, or make small”  
• Finances, creativity, wisdom, faith or peace 
• Lack will try to decrease your potential   

 
We cannot look to external things to feed our souls and 
replenish us 
• Moving to a farm where there is a green pasture won’t do it 
• David was not living in a green pasture 
• He was on the run 
• Pursued by his enemies    
• He was talking about an inner peace – Psalm 23:3  
• There’s nothing more replenishing than being in God’s will  

 
When you keep your eyes on “One Cause” it will build every 
part of our lives  
• Empowers, replenishes and restores 
• Clarifies our focus 
• Gives you the ability to be an overcomer 
• Removes duplicity from your life and keeps you on course 

with your destiny  
• “all the days of your life”  

 
Psalm 23:6 (NKJV)  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 


